

Welcome to the East Winds Symphonic Band!

Based in the eastern suburbs of Pittsburgh, the East Winds Symphonic Band (EWSB) performs a variety of music arranged for concert band, including symphonies, marches and popular melodies.  The band is a non-profit organization composed of approximately 70 individuals who share a common interest in performing this music.  Most of our members have other professional pursuits but take time out from their busy schedules to join with other musicians for our weekly rehearsals and numerous concerts (approximately 10 each year).  

All musicians in EWSB are volunteer, and all work (except conducting) is volunteer.
Most concerts are free to the public. We perform for various audiences from retirement complexes to Kennywood, including performances in Monroeville, Murrysville, Shadyside, Twin Lakes Park in Westmoreland County, Ligonier, and as part of the Bach, Beethoven, and Brunch series in Pittsburgh's Mellon Park.  Summer is our busy season, but we typically play at least one holiday show.  Since 2004, we have sponsored and participate in a regional community band festival held at Upper St. Clair High School.


New members must complete a brief probation period after which a folder of music will be provided.  Nothing other than regular attendance, acceptable playing ability and a positive attitude are required during this period!  If you choose not to continue with the band, please return your folder and its contents to your section leader. 
· Rehearsals are held every Monday night at Trinity Christian School in Forest Hills from 8:00-10:00 pm, with a brief break at 9:00 pm.  If you cannot attend a rehearsal or concert, please give your folder and music to someone in your section or put it in the music folder suitcase typically stored at the front of the room.
· In most circumstances, we do not rehearse on the Monday following a weekend concert.  We also typically take a break from rehearsals after our holiday concert in early December until some time after the new year.

· Members (with the exception of some percussion) supply their own instruments, music stands, and are responsible for transportation to rehearsal and concerts (carpooling may also be an option). 

· The band is paid for most performances, as the money is necessary for our rental of rehearsal space, insurance, membership to the Association of Concert Bands
, and various supplies and music. Dues of $15.00 per person are collected on a yearly basis (usually in September) to supplement concert payment.  EWSB is a registered 501(c)(3) organization so additional donations are welcome and tax-deductible. Note that there is a dues discount if more than one member of a family joins the group.

· In addition to dues, a member’s only other financial responsibility is to purchase a band polo shirt, which is required for all summer concerts.  Khaki pants, shorts, or skirts and sandals or dark-colored shoes (no white sneakers) complete the summer concert uniform.  

· Indoor concert attire is worn during the fall, winter, and spring.  Men wear a black suit coat, black pants, and white shirt with a black bow tie or a tuxedo.  Women dress in a black shirt (preferably long sleeved) and long black skirt or pants.  
Section Leaders

Each section has a section leader responsible for organizing their section’s attendance, periodic concert setup assistance (i.e., setting up chairs, stands, percussion instruments, etc.), additional practice if necessary, and answering any other questions within the section.

The sections and their section leaders are:

	Flute:
	Kathy Benninger

	Clarinet:
	Nanette Mancuso and Ken Lutz

	Saxophone:
	Mike Moyta

	Trumpet:
	Jim Rosetti

	Horn:
	Allan Link and Paul Hawkins

	Low Brass:
	Jon Hills and Brady Hunsaker

	Percussion:
	Mark Weber


EWSB Executive Board

The Board of Directors (listed on the band’s website) manages the business and policy matters of the Band.  The Board consists of four named positions, two additional 
members, and our director as an ex-officio member.  Every year, two 
spaces become available for new board members, which are voted on by the 
band members, at the annual fall member meeting.

Social Events

Each year, EWSB social events are organized by the EWSB Social Committee. The annual band picnic is held after a summer concert (typically after the Twin Lakes concert in July) in a pavilion at the park.  The picnic is usually a potluck/partially catered event, and band members and their families may attend.  In years past, other events, like a holiday party and picnic at Kennywood (on the Kennywood concert day) have also been held.

Website

The EWSB has a website (www.ewsb.org) that provides general information to the community such as the concert calendar and directions, and more specific information for members, like the band’s bylaws.  The website may also be consulted when bad weather arises and concerts or rehearsals are cancelled.  Section leaders should also be able to answer questions about cancellations.
� The Association of Concert Bands membership pays for our performance fees.
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